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Great Demand having been made for The Lox DO 
CHroNicLE of Tueſday the 15th Inſtant, on Ac- 
count of the following Effay, it has been thought proper 
to prin. it ſingly, 


* 


Short but Serious Reaſons, &c. 


N this Age of Levity and Ridicule, it is extremely 

difficult to procure a ſerious Attention to any Propo- 
ſal, however important, or however wiſely calculated for 
the public Benefit ; but ſure if there ever was a Propo- 
ſition deſerving ſuch Attention from every true Engliſh- 
man, it is this for the Eſtabliſhment of a National Mi- 
litia, now under the Conſideration of the Legiſlature ; on 
the Succeſs of which 1 fincerely think, that our Glory 
abroad, our Security at Home, and our very Being as a 
Nation, intirely depend. 

So manifeſt is the Truth of this to the meaneſt and 
moſt abſurd Underſtandings, that I never met with one 
of that Kind who has not been clearly convinced of it; 
to ſuch therefore I ſhall not here addreſs myſelf, but to 
the wiſe and ſagacious only, many of whom, to my great 
Surprize, I have found of a very different Opinion: To 
theſe then I ſhall endeavour to prove, in as few Words as 
poſſible, the Truth of the following Propoſitions. 

1ſt, That ſuch a Militia may ſoon be rendered not at 
all inferior to our preſent regular Forces. 

2dly, That it will effectually ſecure our Liberties, Pro- 
pertics, and Religion. 

zdly, That it will ſtrengthen the Hands of Govern- 
ment. 

4thly, That it will reduce the Price of our Proviſions 
and Manufactures, and extend our Trade. 

5thly, That it will increaſe the Number of our 8 
ple; and, 

R Laſtly, That it may be carried into Execution without 
any Expence to the Public. 

Firſt, then, I ſhall endeavour to prove that a Militia 
may very ſoon be rendered not at all inferior to our pre- 


ſent regular Forces: And whoever will look back on the 
| . 


* 


* of theſe Forces for ſome Vears paſt both by Land 
and Sea, will be convinced that this is no very arduous Un- 
dertakiog ; - Nor be under any Doubt but that after a few 
Days Exerciſe, they will behave as valiantly as our Re- 
giments at Falkirk, Preſton Pans, or Oſwego; 'or our Fleets 
in the Mediterranean. Nor can I indeed comprehend from 
whence their Inferiority ſhould proceed ; unleſs Strong- 
beer ſhould inſpire leſs true Courage than Gin; or being 
trained in a Country Church-Yard, produce a Jeſs Fami- 
liarity with Death than performing the ſame Exerciſe in 
the gay Scenes of Hyde-Park or St. James's. If it be 
objected that they. will be deficient in military Knowledge 
and Experience; I anſwer, they will fight the better: 
The Utility of theſe Qualifications in the Day of Battle 
is a vulgar Error, propagated like all others, for Want of 
Reaſoning; for all Fighting being in its own Nature con- 
tradictory to common Senſe, it can never be promoted 
by Knowledge: Military Knowledge therefore can never 
be that Sort of Knowledge which enables Men to fight, 
but that which enables them to find our good Reaſons 
for not fighting; or if they ſhould be bad, to call in the 
Afliftance of Councils of War and Court-Martials to make 
them better. Much lefs ſure will Experience induce Men 
do fight, unleſs we can believe that Wounds and Bruiles, 
like Coffee and Tobacco, though diſagreeable at firſt 
taſting, grow pleafant by frequent Repetitions. 

Secondly, That ſuch a Militia will ſecure our Liberties, 
Properties, and Religion. The Liberties we ſo juſtly va- 
lue in this Country are theſe, that every one may think 
and write, and fay and do whatever he pleaſes; but Pro- 
perties comprehend all things of which we are in Poſſeſ- 
ſion, by whatever Means they have been acquired; theſe 
can certainly no Way be ſo effectually ſecured to us as by 
the Uſe of Arms, by which we may at all Times defend 
ourſelves from the Attacks of Judges and Juries, from 
Writs and Efectments, from Gaols and Pillories, with all 
the Tyranny of Juſtices, and Impertinence of Conſtables, 
Grievances not to be endured in a free Country, As to 
our Religion, a Scheme of this Kind muſt have moſt ſa- 


lutary 


[5] 
lutary Effects, fince a Bill only for its Eſtabliſhment has 
already produced Unanimity between our Church Divines 
and Diſſenters in one ſenſible and pious Opinion; an 
Event perhaps not eaſy to be remembered on any other 
Occaſion. 
Thirdly, That it will ſtrengthen the Hands of Go- 
vernment, which in this Nation being by the Conſent of 


all true Patriots allowed to be the ſole Right of the loweſt 


of the People, or Mob, with whom ſuch Patriots won- 
derfully agree in their political Sentiments, what can fo 
effe ctually ſecure to them the Dominion they now exerciſe 
over us, as putting Arms into their Hands, and teaching 
them how to uſe them? this muſt certainly ſtrengthen 
the Hands of theſe our Governors, and conſequently of 
Government itſelf, 

Fourthly, It will reduce the Price of our Proviſions 
and Manufactures, and extend our Trade ; becauſe when 
the good People of England are thus armed and diſci- 
plined, they will be enabled to take away Meat, Corn, 
and Malt, and all other Proviſions, from Foreſtallers and 
Ingroſſers, Butchers, Millers, and Farmers, at a reaſonable 
Price, of which they themſelves muſt always be the beſt 
and moſt impartial Judges. When the Price of Proviſions 
is thus happily reduced, that of our Manufactures muſt 
inevitably fall in due Proportion; and the Reduction of 
theſe mult as certainly carry more of them to foreign Mar- 
kets, and conſequently extend our Trade. The Truth 
of this has been fo often demonſtrated by all Writers on 
Trade, and all whoſe Trade is Writing, that is is here 
needleſs to ſay any more on the Subject. 

| Fifthly, That it will increaſe the Number of our Peo- 
ple: To be convinced of which, gentle Reader, figure 
to thyſelf all the handſomeſt young Fellows in e 


County, each armed like the Hero in a Romance, dreſt, 


powdered, and toupeed by the reforming Hand of a gen- 


tee] Serjeant ; then turn thy Eyes to the numerous Groupe 


of fair Spectators in Sunday Gowns and clean Linen, who 
will not fail to attend fo tempting a Show; then, if thou 
haſt not loſt all Feeling both mental and eorporeal, thou 


canſt 
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canſt not doubt but that fo much Valour on one Side; 
and ſo much Beauty on the other, will certainly produce 
much mutual Affection, and that this will as infallibly be 
the Cauſe of much Procreation, and in a great Meaſure 
repair the Loſſes occaſioned by our Migrations to Ame- 
rica, and the Lepredations of Gin. If it be objected, 
that to balance this many Lives will be loſt by the In- 
ſtitution of theſe Forces, by the accidental Diſcharge of 
their Firelocks, or the too valiant Uſe of their Swords in 
drunken Quarrels; I anſwer, theſe Accidents may ſome- 
times happen; but, as on the moſt moderate Computa- 
tion, every Man in theſe Corps will probably beget three 
Children before he kills one Man, it cannot fail to in- 
creaſe the Number of our People. Though this good Ef- 
fect of this truly national Scheme has not, that I know of, 
been obſerved by any Author, who has undertaken to re- 
commend it to the Publick, yet it has not eſcaped the 
quick-{zghted Eyes of our ſagacious Legiſlature, who, on 
this very Account, have this Year voted a large Sum to 
the Foundling Hoſpital, and propoſe to increaſe it ſtill 
further as ſoon as their national Forces begin to act in the 
Service of their Country. | 
Laſtly, That it may be carried into Execution without 
any Expence to the Public, and this by a Method ſo 
extremely obvious, that it is ſurprifing the Wiſdom of Par- 
liament has not diſcovered it. The Method I mean is 
no more than this: That as every Man who attends on. 
the Days of Exerciſe, and continues ſober, is by the pre- 
ſent Bill to receive Sixpence, I would have it further en- 
ated, That every one who is drunk on thoſe Days ſhould - 
pay the ſaid Sum of Sixpence, to be applied towards the 
Support of this national Force: A very {mall Penalty, 
ſure, for ſo great a Neglect of Duty where the Safety of 
his Country is at ſtake. Now whoever has been preſent 
at a Fair, a Seſſions, a Horſe- race, an Aſſizes, a Cricket- 
match, or a Viſitation, or any other numerous Meeting 
in the Country, muſt know, that on the moſt enlarged 
Computation the Number of ſober cannot exceed the Pro- 
portion of one in ten of thoſe who are drunk; and there 
is 
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is no Reaſon has I know of to ſuppoſe that the Majority 
will be leſs on this Occaſion. - If fo, the Public, we fee; | | 
' 


will receive nine times the Sum every Day that it will be 
required to pay, and conſequently the remaining eight 
Parts will amply ſupply theſe Forces with Arms, Ammu- 
nition, Cloaths, and Accoutrements. But if this ſhould 
not be found quite ſufficient, conſidering how frequently 
they will probably be Joſt, a ſmall Matter laid on Oaths, 
many of which they will readily learn from the Inſtruc- 
tions of their Serjeants, would eafily ſupply all Deficien- 
cies, and if the landed Officers of theſe Corps would ſub- 
mit to the ſame Penalties, it would much increaſe the 
Fund: but as theſe Gentlemen, who are to receive no- 
thing for being ſober, may think it hard to pay Sixpence 
for being drunk, I would by no Means inſiſt on their being 
included, eſpecially, as I doubt not, but the Sum thus 
raiſed will be ſufficient to defray all Expences, and totally 
to indemnify the public Revenues. | 
The Objections made to this Scheme are fo frivolous , 
and abſurd, that they are by no Means worthy of Obſer- | 
vation ; but of one or two I will uſt take Notice, It is 
aſſerted, that Gentlemen of Eſtates in the Country, will 
never ſubmit to the Duty of Officers without Pay; but 
whoever conſiders how ready theſe Gentlemen are on all 
Occaſions to execute the Offices of Juſtices of the Peace, 
Commiſſioners of Taxes, and Turnpikes; how earneſt to 
ſpend half their Time and all their Eſtates to acquire Seats, 
and to attend their Duty in Parliament, from whence no 
poſſible Advantage can accrue; mult be ſatisfied that this 
is but an unjuſt Suſpicion, founded on no Reaſon, and 
inconſiſtent with the true Zeal which they have ever ſhewn 
in the Caufe of their Country. 
It is alſo apprehended, that many of theſe Gentlemen, 
by Indolence, Corpulency, Age, or Gout, will be ren- 
dered incapable of Fighting; but the very Reverſe of this 
is certainly true, becauſe theſe very Infirmities will make 
it impoſſible for them to run away. 
And now having demonſtrated the Truth of every one 
of my Propoſitions beyond the Power of all miniſteriaæ 
Scribblers 
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gratulate thee on the Conſummation of thy Proſperity, and 


8] 
Seribblets to diſprove, I ſhall conclude, by recommending 
this neceſſary Scheme to the Protection of all trut Lovers 
of. their County,” and earneſtly wiſhing, that nothing. 
may; prevent. it from being put in Execution as ſoon as 
poſable: Then, O Britain, O my Country, will I con- 


the happy Period of all thy Calamities. Long have thy 
truę Patriots wiſhed to fee thee engaged ſingly in a War 


with France, which, from thy natural Superiority, muſt 


always be attended with Glory and Succeſs: long haſt 
thou groaned under the Oppreſſions of mercenary Allies 
abroad, and rapacious Miniſters at Home : But at laſt the 
Time, the happy Time is arribed, when our Wiſhes are 
all ſulfilled, and our Misfortunes wiped away; when we 
are in full Poſſeſſion of ſuch a — 2 bee without _ 
Allies, ora Anime at al. 


—— ud optanti nemo Aran tere Divum 
Auderet,  voloenda Dies en attulit aller 1 
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